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FOREWORD

Maine's scenic beauty, both natural
and man created, is widely acknowledged
as being one of the state's greatest assets.
During
the Bicentennial
Celebration,
public
interest
and concern
for the
preservation
and enhancement
of this
aesthetic resource will heighten. With this
in mind and also recognizing that summer
visitation
can be expected
to increase
greatly as Americans
from across the
country come to New England for the
Bicentennial,
the Keep Maine Scenic
Committee
undertook
the task of preparing a guide to Bicentennial
beautification.

We wish to thank the Maine State
American Revolution Bicentennial
Commission for their support of the project.
Our
thanks
go also to the many
organizations
and individuals
who contributed
to this booklet.
Whether you
belong to a group planning a major
restoration project or as an individual you
plan a simple front yard planting of red,
white and blue annuals, we hope this
guide will be of assistance.
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LJolJ

Chairman
Keep Maine Scenic Committee
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EVERYWHERE
by M urrough O'Brien

Drivers of coastal Route 1 in Maine see
nothing else for long stretches. Roads in
other parts of the state especiallv where
tourism is heavy -- are often no less
immune. Signs in picturesque farmer's
fields, signs in quaint white-painted
villages, signs that blink and signs that
glare at night. These are all examples of
roadside visual pollution and the problem, unfortunately, is not a static one. As
towns grew by their own momentum, as
businesses open or expand, as suburbs
push farther out from cities, as the
innermost
reaches of the state are
planned for transformation
into "fourseason recreational
areas," signs will
accompany every increment of the new
development. It is indeed ironic that a
state known throughout America for its
scenic beauty and rural character has its
own case of the "billboard alley" blight.
=

WHY SIGNS CAUSE EYESORES.
There's nothing bad as such about a sign.
What transforms a signboard displaying
useful information into a roadside irritant
is thoughtless placement and disregard for

the scale and appearance of the surrounding environment. A standing sign
with a 300-square-foot message may be
appropriate in an urban shopping area but
is downright ghastly in a rural farmer's
field. A nineteenth-century
village cries
out for more sensitive treatment than a
twentieth-century
shopping mall.
PR/VA TE RESPONSIBILITY
The
best way to approach sign abuse is at the
source. Businesspeople and other sign
users should view outdoor advertising not
as a means of overpowering
their
competition. Instead they must learn to
analyze their signing needs by attempting
to strike a reasonable balance between
economic necessity and the character of
the environment.
In new construction,
users can work together with architects to
come up with better design and placement techniques. Often an imaginatively
de igned small sign is more effective than
a care le sly placed large one. In renovating, signs should always be taken into
account. In dense shopping areas, merchants can plan advertising displays as a

group. The entrances
to towns can be
cleaned up visually by using sign plazas to
replace
a series of individual
signs.
Similarly,
individual citizens and local
conservation,
environmental
or civrc

improvement groups can work with users
on a person-to-person level to alleviate
this kind of blight.
LOCAL

REGULA T/ON, LOCALLY

There will be unfortunately some sign
users who refuse to accommodate themselves to the need for a balanced visual
environment. This is why all communities
should, as a minimum, have reasonable
sign controls enacted at the local level.
Many people think that outdoor advertising is already adequately regulated by
both the state and federal governments.
But the current federal law covers only
igning along interstate and primary
highways. And the state law, while much
more comprehensive, exempts "built-up"
areas of secondary or lesser highways and
the majority of on-premise signs from its
regulatory scheme. Moreover, it established only "minimum" standards for size

and placement.
Under state law, for
example,
billboards
as large as 760square-foot
are allowed without
regard
for integration
into their environment.
Thus, a local sign ordinance is essential.
Local action is also in keeping with the
long-standing Maine tradition of problem
solving at the community level.

constructed,
it can then be submitted to a
local garden club, conservation
commission, planning board or similar group for
its support. But there's nothing to stop
concerned
citizens from proposing
the
ordinance directly to the town officers or
petitioning
to have it included
in the
warrant.

WORKING FOR SCENIC ROADSIDES Few Maine communities
presently
have adequate sign controls; most smaller
ones have no sign ordinances
at all.
Nonetheless,
campaigning for a sign law
at the local level may not be as much
work as it might seem. A "model"
ordinance for towns has been drafted and
is available from the Keep Maine Scenic
Committee.
Local citizens can use the
model to construct
an ordinance
that
meets with community needs and desires.
The model offers a wide range of controls
and thus can be adapted to meet virtually
any specific situation. Enforcement
and
administration
of a model ordinance
is
straight-forward,
unbureaucratic
and
inexpensive. Once an ordinance has been

FOR MORE IN FORMATION:
Marshall T. Wiebe, Keep Maine Scenic
Committee,
Room
714, State Office
Building,
Augusta,
Maine 04333.
Tel:
289-3821. (printed materials, films, information).
Spencer
B. Stewart,
Right-of-Way
Control
Division, State Department
of
Transportation,
Augusta, Maine 04333.
Tel: 289-2391.
(Administers
state outdoor advertising law).
Michael Barrett, Land Use Regulation
Commission,
Department
of Conservation,
Augusta,
Maine 04333.
Tel:
289-2631.
(Sign controls in unincorporated areas).

PUBL/CA TIONS:
The Regulation
of Outdoor
Advertising in Maine: A Model Ordinance for
Towns.
Available
from
Keep Maine
Scenic Committee.
Free.
W. R. Ewald, Street Graphics, 1971.
(Maine State Library has a copy).

SHADE
TREES~
PUT

DOWN
SOME
ROOTS
TH~S
YEAR
by John Chadwick

Maine communities are justly proud of
their shade trees planted by our forefathers.
These
picturesque
trees still
reflect the pride and concern of citizens
and afford immeasurable
economic
and
aesthetic
values. However,
community
growth and epidemic problems like the
Dutch Elm Disease have resulted
in
serious
depletion
of the shade tree
population.
The occasion of this bicentennium
serves to remind
us of an
obligation to preserve th is heritage and to
plant more trees for the future.
To serve this purpose,
community
action programs are available which can
involve participation
of citizens, civic
groups, clubs, schools and organizations
all joined under a concerted
effort by
local
municipal
officials.
The State
Bureau of Forestry offers two cooperative programs to municipalities
which
include technical
advice and financial
assistance. 1.) The objective of the State
Municipal
Dutch E Im Disease Control
Program
is to help municipalities
save
their elms. This program assists locally

appointed tree wardens in organizing and
executing
local programs.
State costshari ng funds help pay for sanitation
programs of pruning healthy elms and
removal and disposal of diseased elmwood. Tree wardens can encourage local
citizens and property owners to scout and
report on diseased trees. Organizations
can help publicize the seriousness of the
problem
and support
tree wardens in
requests for funds. 2.) The objective of
the Shade Tree Planting Program is to
replace shade trees lost to diseases, insects
and other adverse factors and to plant on
new sites. The state assists local tree
wardens in organizing and planning for
community
public shade tree planting
along streets and in parks and public
cemeteries. The state sets specifications
on tree size, species and quality and
agrees with the tree warden on site
selection.
Trees
are purchased
and
planted by the community
and 50% of
the costs are reimbursed
by the state.
Local
clubs,
groups
or schools
can
sponsor
specific tree plan tings. Some
service organizations
have initially
fi-

nanced entire projects under the auspices
of the local government. Over 4000 shade
trees were planted in 197 4 by Maine
municipalities
under th is cost sharing
plan.
Both of these programs are available to
municipalities
for 197 5. Requests
for
details should be addressed to the Bureau
of Forestry, Department of Conservation,
Augusta, Maine 04333.

14 ~DEAS
FOR
COMMUN~TY
BEAUTtF~CAT:ON

Many groups and organizations
have
undertaken
projects designed to improve
the appearance
of Maine communities.
These few examples may serve to guide
and assist others in similar ventures.
*Planting flowering crabapple trees in
the Danforth area is the continuing
project of the Danforth Garden Club.
*Restoration
of an old cemetery and
plantings at the local hospital has been
accomplished
by the Fort Fairfield
Garden Club.
*Bath and Vinalhaven have established
wi Id flower preserves.
*The Machias Lions and Rotary clubs
financed and coordinated an extensive
junk car clean-up.
*The Maine State Grange sponsors a
Pride in Maine contest with hundreds
of granges conducting
beautification
projects as a result.
*The restoration of a historic building
has been undertaken by the Hampden
Garden Club.
* E Im tree preservation and replacement
is the special interest of the Camden

Garden Club.
*Landscaping
and planting
at two
hospitals, on traffic islands, and at the
information
center
are continuing
programs of the Bangor Garden Club.
*A litter education
project was conducted in the schools by the Madison
Women's Club.
*The
Kennebunkport
Sea Explorer
conducts annual clean-up programs on
the Kennebunkport
River.
*The maintenance
of gardens at city
hospital
and the home of Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow is the project
of the Longfellow Garden Club.
*The Maine Garden Club Federation
has
undertaken
landscaping
and
plantings of trees and shrubs at the
Veterans
Memorial
Cemetery,
Augusta.
*Landscaping,
plantings, paths, and rest
areas have been developed
at the
Augusta Civic Center by the Kennebec
Valley Garden Club.
*The
Thompson
and China
Lake
Associations have conducted anti-litter
programs
during the winter fishing
seasons.

~MPROV~NG
YOUR
COMMUN~TY
WtTH
PLANTS
by
Lyle Littlefield
Landscape Specialist
Cooperative Extension Service
University of Maine at Orono

Your community can be made into a
more attractive environment in which to
live by the proper use of plan ts. Plants
can be used for many different purposes.
We generally think of street trees, flower
beds, and planting about buildings, but
they may also screen unsightly views,
block glaring lights of oncoming traffic,
soften noises, filter dust, and provide
living snow fences.
There are many projects that might be
undertaken to help beautify your community, and aid in making Maine more
attractive for the Bicentennial. Some of
these are:
*Landscaping of schools, libraries, churches, town halls, and other public
building
*Planting of flowers in traffic islands, at
entrance signs, etc.
*Encouraging downtown merchants to
use planters or flower boxes in front
of their businesses
*Street tree plantings ( ee article on
shade tree program)

*Off street plan ting of trees to be done
by individual homeowners. Possible
purchase of trees in quantity by a
beautification committee.
*Screening of town dump
*Planting at cemeteries
*Establishment of mini-arboretum for
u e by school children and others
*Encouraging homeowners to landscape
their homes and yards
*Encouraging planning troups to include plantings as a part of the
comprehensive plan
*Conducting
a contest among businesse and homeowners for the best
landscape project
The success of any community
improvement project depends to a great
extent upon how fully the community is
behind it. Someone must start things
rolling. It may be one person with d
strong urge to better his community, or a
small group of such people. It may be
worthwhile to form a beautification
committee. After the group has tenta-

tively determined what they th ink should
be done, they might want to test public
reaction. It is wise to include as many
interested persons or groups as possible.
Include youth and senior citizens to give
full community representation.
When considering
landscaping
one
should not make decisions hastily, but
spend time and effort in planning and
developing the project. Consider ( 1) the
proper landscape arrangement
and composition, (2) which plants are adapted for
the arrangement,
and which are hardy for
the area, (3) what soil preparation needs
to be made, (4) the proper planting
procedure,
and (5) the amount
of
maintenance
necessary, and who will do
it.
Maintenance
should be given a lot of
consideration
when
planning
any
plantings
about public buildings or in
park . It's generally
not possible
to
provide these plantings the same amount
of attention
that a homeowner
can give
his own front
yard,
therefore,
any

plantings should be simple. The following
guidelines
should
assist
in providing
minimum maintenance
landscaping,
and
at the same time help assure better
growth and survival of the plan tings.
*Provide
free movement
of wheeled
equipment, especially mowers.
*Avoid
impossible-to-mow
situations,
such as between plantings and buildings.
*Provide
a clean or mulched circle
about trees so as to keep mowers away
from trunk.
*Keep
lawns
clear
of unnecessary
ob stru cti on s.
*Avoid planting close to walks or drives
where it will impair snow removal.
*Where possible, plant shrubs in groups
rather than as individuals
so the area
can be treated as one unit.
*Mulch about plantings with suitable
materials such as bark, sand or gravel.
This will help to keep down weeds.
*Don't try to grow grass where it won't.
*Pave areas where foot traffic is heavy.
*Provide
outside
water
faucets
at

convenient locations.
the use of flower
* Restrict
strategic locations.

beds

to

When
making plantings
for public
areas one should use somewhat
larger
plant material than that generally used at
home. Small plants look lost at the
foundation
of large buildings, and often
go unseen, or are easily overcome by
weeds. Trees shou Id be large enough to
look like a tree, and not just a whip.
Larger
plants generally
receive
more
respect and are less subject to vandalism.
A few larger specimens can often be more
effective than a lot of small plants.
Native trees such as maple, ash, and
oak make desirable shade trees. White
pine and white spruce are effective as
specimen evergreens or may be used for
windbreaks or screen plantings. Plantings
next to buildings, in planters, and about
entrance signs, are best done with nursery
grown plant material. It is very difficult
to find suitable native shrubs for these
situations. We don't necessarily purchase

nursery plants just to get exotic material.
Many of these plants are better adapted
for the particular use we have in mind,
and these plants shou Id also have a better
chance of survival.
There are several places where one
might seek assistance in carrying out the
project.

lli-

Who
Cooperative Extension Service
(each county)
Maine N urserymens Association
Executive Secretary, Maine Department of Agriculture, Augusta
Service Forester
Soil Conservation Service
(each county)
State Department of Conservation,
Bureau of Forestry
Augusta
University of Maine at Orono
Entomologist
Plant Pathologist
Landscape Specialist

Service Provided

Information on soi ls, fertilizers, plants,
and pests
List of member nurserymen that offer
products and services.
Information on native tree species, adaptation, and pests.
Information on soil suitability for specific
community uses.
Tree planting, Dutch elm disease, and
identification and control of tree pests.
Literature and information as follows:
Insect identification
Plant diseased iagnosis
Plant selection, planting, pruning, etc.
Several bulletins are available upon
request. Most of these may be secured
from the county Extension Office.

BEAUTtF~CA

T~ON

THROUGH
HtSTOR~C
PRESERVAT~ON
by Earle G. Shettleworth,

Jr.

The Maine Historic Preservation Commission administers the provisions of the
National Historic Preservation Act of
1966 in Maine. The Historic Preservation
Act authorized the Secretary of the
Interior to maintain "a national register of
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and
objects significant in American history,
architecture, archaeology and culture."
Properties which meet the criteria of
historical or architectural significance and
are entered on the Register are recorded,
recognized and protected as cultural
elements
worthy
of
preservation.
National Register listing provides for
protection from impairment by federally
funded or federally licensed projects. No
restrictions as to use and disposition of
registered properties are made on the
property owners. The restrictions are
placed only on federal agencies whose
activities might have a negative impact on
the registered property.
The National Register also provides for
matching grants for the acqurs.tion
and/or restoration of registered properties. A State Historic Preservation Plan
and Annual Preservation Program are

prepared
by the Commission
~ taff,
providing the basis for the implementation of the National Register Program
in Maine.
The National Register of Historic
Places is published
biennially
with
pertinent information about individual
properties. In 1969 the first edition
contained eleven sites from Maine. Today
more than 240 Maine properties have
been entered on the Register. This was
made possible in 1972 when state funds
to match a federal grant were given to the
Maine Historic Preservation Commission
to begin implementing
the Historic
Preservation Act.
In Maine the National Register is
administered by the State Historic Preservation
Officer,
James H. Mundy.
Proposals for National Register nominations are recommended to the Historic
Preservation Commission by the Slate
Historic Preservation Officer. If a property meets the National Register criteria,
the Commission
recommends
it for
nomination to the National Register.
Maine currently
has 25 historic
districts on the National Register, a

district is a geographically
definable area,
urban or rural, possessing a significant
concentration,
linkage, or continuity
of
sites, buildings,
structures,
or objects
which are united
by past events or
aesthetically
by plan or physical development. The Commission
views the designation of districts as one of the best
means of preserving
Maine's
historic
environment.
Besides providing
federal
protection,
these districts encourage community recognition
of such areas which
can
lead
to
local
historic
zoning
ordinances.
Since the passage of the National
Historic
Preservation
Act more than
$409,000.00
in historic
preservation
grant-in-aid funds have been awarded to
the State with $195, 143.33 of this amount
allocated
to Maine during the current
fiscal year. The Commission
has, since
1969, assisted
in the restoration
or

of over eighteen historic
properties in the 5 tate or Maine.
For more information contact the
Maine Historic Preservation Commission,
State House, Augusta, Maine 04333.

acqursrtron

LtTTER
CLEAN
UP
PROGRAMS
G~VE
tNSTANT
BEAUTtFtCATtON
RESULTS
by Marshal I Wiebe

If you are looking for a Bicentennial
project which is easy to organize, involves
lots of people, gives quick, easily seen
results AND saves tax dollars, why not
try a litter clean-up in your town.
Maine's highways accumulate hundreds
of items of litter each mile each month.
And roads are just one place where litter
is a problem. Here are a few things to
keep in mind when organizing a clean-up
program.
ComPR EPA RATION - Maine's
munity Clean-Up time is proclaimed each
spring by the governor. Most communities select a week or more during this
time for their own clean-up, fix-up
activities. Contact municipal officers or
community improvement groups and ask
about plans for litter clean up. Select one
day for the project and recruit volunteers
among local organizations. Establish an
alternate rain date. Announce your plans
with posters in schools and stores, calls to
leaders of youth and adult groups, and
newspaper articles.

PICK YOUR TARGET - Parks, playgrounds, beaches, and vacant lots should
be considered in addition to roads. Litter
often becomes a problem at access points
to lakes and ponds. Sports mens groups
may want to organize a clean up on a
stream or around a lake or pond. The
Keep Maine Scenic Committee, Bureau of
Parks and Recreation, has information on
some of these areas which need attention.
SAFETY - Keep safety in mind, especially during roadside clean up programs.
*If youngsters are taking part, be sure
there is sufficient adult leadership.
*Post warning signs for approaching
motorists. Make your own including
the name of your group or obtain
them from the Department of Transportation.
*All hands should have gloves. Broken
glass or other sharp objects wil I be
encountered.

,I

EQUIPMENT - Trash bags make the
job easier. Some municipalities
will make
them available to volunteer
groups. In
addition,
the Maine
Department
of
Transportation
will provide
them for
projects on state and state aid highways.
The Department
requires assurance that
adequate adult supervision
is available if
youngsters are taking part in the program,
and is not liable for any injuries which
might occur during clean up activities.
With
litter
clean
up costs
to the
Department
running well over a quarter
million dollars, savings made possible by
volunteer
groups can be used for more
lasting improvements
to the highway
system.

Contact the nearest division office of
the Transportation
Department
listed
below to make arrangements
for litter
clean up bags and litter patrol signs.
Division 1
Rice Street
Presque Isle
Telephone 764-0366
Division 2
High Street
Ellsworth
Telephone 667-5556
Division 3
219 Hogan Road
Bangor
Telephone 942-4866

& 2-4867
Division 4
U.S. Route 201
Fairfield
Telephone 453-7377
Division 5
143 Rankin Street
Rockland
Telephone 594-4408 & 4-4409

Division 6
Pleasant Hill Road
Scarborough
Telephone 883-5546
Division 7
U.S. Route 2
Dixfield
Telephone 562-4228

&

2-4229

PUBLICITY AND FOLLOW UP - Let
people know about your efforts. Take
photographs of the workers in action and
the amount of trash cleaned up. Write an
article for your paper telling about the
project and who took part. Use this
opportunity to call people's attention to
the need to be more careful about litter.
Be sure that litter barrels are available in
heavily used places. Become familiar with
Maine's Litter Control Law. Perhaps you
will want to show a film on litter or pass
out litter bags. Contact the Keep Maine
Scenic Committee for help.

THE
RESTORAT~ON
OF

OLD
CEMETERtES
by
Dr. Hilda Fife,
Theodore Brown
and Lyle Littlefield

"OUR PREDECESSORS DESERVE
to be honored, by restoration of the old
cemeteries, public and private, to a bright
new appearance. They have honored us
by clearing our fields and building our
houses, by founding our town governments and organizations, by establishing
trust funds for our benefit, by living to
great ages that evidence the healthful
environment of Maine. Let us now honor
them, not merely by a vase of flowers or a
token flag or a once-over-lightly annual
spring cleaning, but by a renewed and
continuing interest in restoring and
maintaining ALL of our cemeteries."
"Maine Life", May 7973
Planning and Equipment
*Choose a cemetery (burial ground) to
work on, clear with owners of land or
with town authority.
*Take pictures "before" starting the
work, "during", and "after". Black
and white is best for newspapers or
other publications, color slides are best
for public speeches.

*Possible equipment needed:
Lawnmowers
Grass clippers
Scythe or sickle
Weeding tool
Edging (cutter) tool
Rakes (lightweight leaf-type)
Pruning shears
Saws (bow saw, pruning saw sometimes need a chainsaw)
Axe, for tree roots only
Hand trowel
Garden spade
Crowbar
Probe - long rod or screwdriver
Brushes - nylon or fiber-bristle
Buckets, water, burlap bags, rope,
other miscellaneous items
*Clothing
suitable
for protection
against heavy growth, and sometimes
poison ivy: pants, boots, long-sleeve
shirt or jacket, heavy gloves. Don't
forget insect repellent, drinking water,
lunch or snacks, sunglasses, shade-hat,
other personal needs.

Procedure

*Cut weeds and tall grass. Trim about
stones.
*Rake up clippings, leaves, trash; put in
burlap bags for removal. Weed and
rake the gravel driveways and walkways, use an edging tool to re-mark
their edges.
*Clear out brush, small "scrub" trees;
place in piles near roadway for
removal (do NOT burn grass, brush,
leaves, trash in the cemetery - remove
it}.
*Prune or cut trees (in moderation - it
takes many year to grow a new tree).
*Axe out any tree roots that are
heaving or breaking the stones.
* Repair and straighten fences, rock
walls, plot-border tones.
*Level up stones by hand (first loosen
dirt with a trowel or spade}, or by
gently lifting foundation
with a
crowbar (not the stone it elf - it may
chip or crack}. Do not discard field
tones - they were probably markers.
*Reset stone , repair where necessary.
* Advice of a local monument dealer is

advisable
and
helpful.
Companies
selling materials
for repairing
and
cleaning broken stones are:
Granite City Tool Co.
5 Blackwell Street
Barre, Vermont 05641
Vermarco Supply Co.
Division of Vermont Marble Co.
Proctor, Vermont 05765
*Probe for fallen stones. If a probe goes
down to the same depth (about 3 to
10 inches) at several locations, there
probably
is a tone buried under
leaves, humus and soi I ( 18 to 24 inches
or more will be a vault or casket).
*Fill
in sunken graves and reseed.
* Regravel driveways also.
*Decide in advance where to, and then
do, plant ornamental
shrubs, tree ,
flowers - also small rock gardens,
resting
benches,
other
beauty
or
comfort improvements.
*Provide
for a maintenance
program.
* Perhap
the town or civic group will
"carry on" by providing care each
spring.
(Form
a "Cemetery"
or
"Memorial"
Association if necessarv.)

Related Projects

Publicity

*Cleaning stones - stones may be
washed with an unabrasive brush and a
powder, like Comet. Do not use steel
wool, wire brush, sharp scraping tools,
or a detergent (unless it is a mild
solution).
*Copy inscriptions, include all material
on stone. Type the inscription for
filing with the Maine Old Cemetery
Association (contact MOCA in advance for forms and style suggestions).
*Photograph stones
a. unusual designs, inscriptions or
epitaphs
b. special people
*Watch for Revolutionary War veterans'
graves - they should be well marked
and improved for the U.S. Bicentennial.
a. flags and markers
b. inscriptions:
"Revolutioner ",
Pensioner", etc.
c. Don't confuse the title "Captain". May have been a sea
captain.

*Arrange for newspaper coverage before
(to get help), during, and after (as
thanks to the workers).
*Prepare exhibits for posting at schools,
libraries, etc.
More Information

Articles in "Maine Life", illustrated by
photographs and examples:
"Let's Put Some Meaning in Memorial
Day" - May, 1973 Theodore Brown
"Let's Put Some Meaning in Memorial
Day Again" - May, 1974, Theodore
Brown
Check for copies at your local library.
The magazine is on file at the Maine State
Library and the Maine Historical Society.
The Keep Maine Scenic Committee will
assist you in obtaining a copy.
Membership in the Maine Old Cemetery Association is $1.00 a year (for
which you receive the four quarterly
newsletters, notice of and invitations to
meetings and cemetery tours throughout
Maine, and much good advice). Dues may
be sent to Dr. Hilda Fife, Membership
Secretary, MOCA, 6 Sherwood Drive,
Eliot, Maine 03903.

PLANNtNG
A
BETTER
VtLLAGE
GREEN
OR
TOWN
COMMON
by
Lyle Littlefield

The character of your village or town
can be immediately
enhanced
by improving the square or green. These areas
were developed
to be the center of
activity of the community,
and today
many of these have been sadly neglected.
An attractive area in the center of town
can inspire
pride in restoring the commercial and social activity. The village
square should be a pleasant spot for a
leisurely lunch, summer games for senior
citizens, a rest place for weary shoppers, a
welcome stroll from store to store, and an
inspiration
to motorists as they drive by.
A well kept green generally indicates that
the people have pride in their community.
The establishment
or renovation
of
these areas may require more expertise
than that needed for a landscape project
about the town hall. Solicit all the local
help and support you can get. The job
may require major construction
projects
and sufficient funding should be assured.
List expected

uses of the green. U e a

questionnaire
to solicit ideas from the
community. Todays uses may be quite
different
than
when the green was
originally
established.
Many
of the
original greens had a bandstand
as the
central
attraction.
Others
were built
around a war memorial. The green should
not become just another playground.
It
should be a place for people of all ages to
enjoy.
All that may be necessary to restore
the area would be new pavement and
plantings in the same areas as before. If
the area is large it may be wise to employ
the services of a landscape architect to
prepare the detailed plan. A preliminary
plan should be developed giving details on
'lnaterials,
location and kind of plants,
sidewalks,
itting areas, and grading.
Prepare an estimate of installation costs.
Prepare a plan for yearly maintenance
and e timate its cost. Post the plan in
public places, prepare news release , and
hold public meetings to encourage public
respon e and support.

Landscape Considerations
Access: The area must be inviting if it
is to be used. Open lawns, trees for shade,
and easy access are important.
Avoid
having the area enclosed by barriers such
as high hedges or fences. These visual
barriers psychologically
discourage park
use and "looking
in" by passers-by.
Discourage
a solid row of cars parked
around the green. It may be necessary to
provide some parking space as a part of
the green
if street
parking
is not
adequate.
Surfacing and 7 uri: Choose materials
for walks, sitting areas, and play areas
with
an eye
to durability,
safety,
suitability
for intended use, and aesthetics. The materials should require minimum maintenance
and be complementary
in color, texture, and design.
Paths and walkways should be slightly
elevated to allow for water runoff, to
avoid winter ice, and allow ease in snow
plowing. Walks should be wide enough to
allow two or more people
to walk
ab reas t.

A good turf depends
on good soil,
adequate moisture, proper establishment,
selection
of the right grasses for the
conditions,
and a good
maintenance
program. Heavy use areas require more
frequent
attention
to
fertilization,
aeration,
and watering than most home
lawns.
Plant material' Deciduous
trees (those
which shed leaves in autumn} are the
most important
element
in the village
green. They provide shade in summer and
allow sunlight
in winter. Trees give a
feeling of enclosure without obstructing
views. Maple, oak, or ash would be
suitable for planting along the edge of the
park. Plant these from six ( 6) to ten ( 1 O}
feet back from the sidewalk or roadway
to avoid damage by snow plowing. Space
trees at least thirty (30} feet apart. If
space permits,
a few deciduous
trees
should be spaced randomly
throughout
the area to provide a canopy. One should
not try for complete coverage by trees as
light and shade patterns
are important,
and if shade i too dense there will be
difficulty in growing a good turf.

Shrubs or small trees should be used to
define or separate
areas, to provide
background for statuary, flower beds, and
seats. Shrubs are best planted in groups of
several plan ts and the area around them
should be kept cultivated
or mulched.
Restrict flowers to a few areas with
appropriate background
to show them to
their best advantage. One or two fairly
large, wel I designed
flower
beds are
generally
more effective
than several
small
patches of flower . It may be
advantageous
to use raised planters
for
traffic control, in combination
with seats,
or about statuary. Annual flower beds are
easier
to care
for than
ones with
perennials as the entire bed can be tilled
up each season.
Furniture, lighting, siqns, and receptacles: Furniture
should be of a design in
keeping with the overall plan and the
surroundings. Modern furniture generally
looks out of place in a typical New
England green. The furniture
should be
durable, placed to allow easy access, and

anchored
them.

so that

people

cannot

move

Lighting should be adequate so that a
person feels the area is "safe"
to use
during evening hours. The fixtures should
complement
the furniture,
plantings,
and
appear as a part of the design. This also
applies to any signs that might be used.
Trash receptacles,
carefully
designed
should be placed in strategic locations so
they will be used. Locate trash containers
and urns for cigarette butts near benches
walk intersections
and park entrances'.
Provide for regular maintenance

Assi tance in planning:
*Consult
with
local architects
and
landscape architects
*Work
closely
with city or town
engineers and public works directors
*Other assi tance can be secured from
the same sources as outlined
in the
previous article,
"Improving
Your
Community
With Plants".

EASEMENTS:
PRESERVtNG
LAND
AND
PRESERVtNG
HtSTORY
by
Janet Milne

Land that today is undeveloped stands
much as it did when the State was first
settled. Not showing the marks of man, it
can transport us to those early days. Or,
if it is laced
with
stonewalls
and
foundations, it enriches us with reminders
of efforts and lives gone by. Juxtaposed
with man's additions, unspoiled acres also
help maintain the quality and traditional
character of a town by creating a sense of
space and by harboring long-recognized
landmarks
and treasured natural and
scenic areas. Be they small or large, these
areas capture and preserve our heritage.
At the same time, they contribute vitally
to the quality of the present.
Yet these unspoiled acres are subject
to many pressures and are all too rarely
defended. If we wish to share their
invaluable benefits with people of years
to come, we must actively promote their
protection now.
Conservation
easements
present
an
intriguingly
versatile means by which

people may protect what is unique and
valuable in scenic, natural, or historic
terms.
By granting
an easement,
a
property
owner
establishes
wise and
permanent
guidelines for the future use
of his property.
He does not relinquish
title to the land, but he does bind himself
and all future owners to the restrictions
he sets forth. He is able to prohibit
intensive
commercial
and
industrial
activities, limit the amount of development that may take place, and specify
how the surface of the land and its forest
cover may be treated. In all other
respects, his responsibilities
and choices
remain unaltered;
the right to control
public access is still his.
As easements
are tailored
to each
particular property and to the needs and
wishes of its owner, they cover a wide
spectrum.
A number specify that land
which is presently
undeveloped
remain
forever
wild. Others
allow
for the
maintenance
and replacement
of present
dwellings,
and they may permit
ad-

ditional buildings which are limited in
number and location to guarantee
that
the land maintains
its predominantly
natural character. Ease men ts need not be
granted on an entire property;
in some
cases, only the portion important
for its
scenic, natural, or historic value may be
placed under easement.
On occasion,
people owning abutting
properties
have
acted
in concert
and simultaneously
placed several holdings under the protection of the ease men ts they designed. As a
conservation
instrument,
the easement is
flexible enough to cover this range of
situations.
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To ensure that people abide by the
restrictions which have been thoughtfully
created, the property owner grants his
ea emen t to a governmental body or a
private conservation organization. That
agency's sole responsibility is to ec, by
checking periodically, that the established
guidelines are being followed. Several
State departments,
towns and their
con se rv at ion
cornrrussions,
Maine
Audubon, National Audubon, and The

Nature Conservancy
are among those
agencies presently holding easements.
People grant easements for a number
of reasons: to determine
the future of
cherished
land, to protect
significant
natural areas or open spaces, to preserve a
historic feature or flavor. Philanthropic
motives aside, there may also be financial
incentives.
There
are usually
federal
income tax and estate tax benefits, as
well as possible property
tax compensation
when
development
rights are
relinquished.
Though
easements
are an entirely
voluntary
action on the part of the
property
owner, other individuals
and
public and private groups can be influential by introducing
and promoting the
concept
and by encouraging
the protection of specific areas. There may be
riverbanks,
lakefronts,
or shorelines
worthy
of protection,
landmarks
or
wildlife
habitats
that have remained
unspoiled
and which
ought
not be
threatened,
or productive open land that

should be removed from the temptations
of land speculation.
Because of their
ability to meet the demands of each
situation, the uses of ease men ts are many.
With this flexibility
in mind, it is the
challenge of groups and individuals to let
imaginations
run and to seek out areas
worthy of protection and suitable to this
technique.
Though the decision to act
lies, as it properly
should, with the
property owner, there is much that others
can do.
As a non-profit,
private conservation
organization,
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
offers its cost-free advisory services to
groups
and individuals
interested
in
learning more about easements. There is
material available to expand upon this
brief introduction,
and staff to talk with
groups and property owners.
We look forward to assisting you in
your efforts to protect those unspoiled
acres which will carry the history and
quality of the past through the present
and into the future.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Maine Coast Heritage Trust:
Bar Harbor, Maine
288-5019
Box B
Brunswick,
725-4774
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